3 Guidelines for supporting judicial reviews
The FPO's legislative authority for judicial reviews is limited. It is limited to sometimes seeking intervener
status and to sometimes assisting (but not representing) parties with their judicial reviews.
In either case, it is solely for the Fair Practices Commissioner to determine whether the FPO will seek
intervener status, and/or to determine whether an FPO advisor assists parties in preparing briefs or oral
arguments for a judicial review.

Considerations
The Commissioner will exercise their discretion with care and with a view to:
a.

seeking intervener status only if the FPO is specifically affected by the decision to be made by the
Court or has some special expertise or insight which would allow the FPO to make useful
submissions different from those of the parties;

b.

recognizing that the FPO's support of judicial reviews is not based on the outcome to the claimant.
Rather, it is based on significant policy considerations that cannot readily be resolved through other
means within the Alberta's workers' compensation system, including existing WCB or AC appeal
processes, through dialogue, including discussions at the Council of Workers Compensation System
Partners, or through the Commissioner's Own Motion Review process; and

c.

managing budget and other resource constraints.

4 Requesting support for judicial review
Applications for FPO support of judicial reviews must:
a.

be made in writing to the Fair Practices Commissioner at
Fair Practices Office
Attention: Fair Practices Commissioner
10th Floor, Sun Life Place
Suite 1000, 10123 - 99 Street
Edmonton, AB TSJ 3Hl

b.

be received by the Fair Practices Office at least 15 working days prior to the Court's appeal deadline;
and

c.

include the administrative decision in question and the applicant's understanding of the significant
policy consideration at stake.

5 Authorizing signature and date
Harold Robinson, Fair Practices Commissioner
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